the causative relationship is considered established only in the case of the monkey lymphomas, Marek's disease, and probably the frog carcinoma. The rest is still question marks.
The Use of Antibiotics by A Kucers MB BS FRACP ppxi+392 £4 London: William Heinemann Medical 1972 This book can be confidently recommended to all those who have an interest in antibiotic therapy. The methodical way in which the important antibiotics and chemotherapeutic agents are discussed makes it ideal for easy reference and its content is sufficiently detailed for the practising doctor without causing the reader to become bogged down in a mass of unnecessary technical detail. Drugs used solely in the treatment of tuberculosis and leprosy are not included.
The author has purposely avoided putting forward an opinion as to the choice of antibiotics in various clinical situations so that the book remains a manual which describes the properties of antibiotics rather than a treatise on antibiotic therapy. Whilst appreciating the author's reasons for this method of arrangement, we believe that future editions, which will surely be required, might benefit by the inclusion of a short section tabulating the various common infections encountered in clinical practice and summarizing the acknowledged antibiotics for use in each instance.
Dr Kucers deserves great credit for this useful book which fully merits a successful future. The price, although rather high for the medical student's pocket, provides value for money for qualified practitioners. There is a large list of over 700 references and this perhaps is the authors' most useful contribution. This book is essentially a review of the literature and does not really make any important original contribution. The text reads in a rather fragmentary way. The authors point out that many problems of ABO hkmolytic disease of the newborn are unsolved: these include the frequent lack of a positive direct antiglobulin test with the red cells of an affected newborn, the specificity of crossreacting antibody, the structure and configuration of the combining site of pathogenic anti-A and anti-B and of the A and B antigens, and the spatial relationship of these antigens to the other components of the cell membrane. Although most aspects of otosclerosis and its treatment by stapedectomy are covered there is no attempt to present the problem and its surgical solution as a unified and logical exercise. The sections on histopathology and the detailed description of the author's surgical technique are the best features. Not all experienced surgeons would agree with his indications for surgery, and the sections on complications and results are disappointing.
Dr Schuknecht has performed 6200 stapedectomy operations. Few surgeons have had this wealth of experience and it seems probable that none will acquire it in the future. Such experience justifies a larger and more comprehensive volume than the present one, which is unlikely to become the definitive document it could have been.
R F MCNAB JONES
Viruses of Vertebrates by Sir Christopher Andrewes MD FRCP FRS and H G Pereira MD 3rded ppxi+451 £6 London: Bail/iere Tindall 1972 The preceding editions of this book have proved invaluable to virologists since, for the first time, it has provided them with an authoritative test equivalent to Bergey's 'Manual of Determinative Bacteriology'. The continuing rapid progress being made in the characterization of viruses is the reason for the appearance of a 3rd edition. This new edition, like its predecessors, is essentially a series of accounts of the fundamental properties of the known animal viruses. Important innovations now introduced for the first time are 11 new generic names recently approved by the International Committee for the Nomenclature of Viruses and 3 new family namesthe Picornaviridi, the Papovaviridc and Togaviridv. A further indication of progress is the appreciable reduction in the number of unclassified viruses.
Careful editing has resulted in more economic presentation of information so that there is only a minimal increase in the number of pages in spite of the inclusion of much new material.
This book can justifiably be regarded as an essential on any virologist's bookshelves, for it provides him not only with a wealth of information on individual viruses but also with a standard nomenclature for purposes of communication. Press 1972 There is much of interest in this monograph, of which approximately two-thirds is devoted to practical problems in patients with cervical pain. The clinical picture in cases of cervical disc protrusion and spondylosis (causing brachalgia) is reviewed, and its relationship to age and occupation considered. Whiplash injuries are described, and the proper usage of the term stressed, while a long section deals with one author's views of conservative therapy in cervical pain. Radiological investigation of the spine from physiological and pathological viewpoints is described. Pathological studies include age changes in the cervical spine, and an osteo-archeological investigation suggests that such changes were more severe in individuals living in the period AD 1200-1550 than in modern man. Pathological changes in the spinal nerves in cases of spondylosis are also discussed.
The remaining third of the monograph contains a series of interesting neurophysiological contributions, such as the nerve fibres which signal pain, the mode of action of nociceptors, recordings from human peripheral nerves, correlation of activity of C fibres with pain perception in man, and central pain pathways.
A valuable part of the publication is the account of the discussion which followed each contribution and terminated the symposium. Some of those concerned with the treatment of patients regarded the papers of the physiologists as 'uncontrolled flights into space'. It appeared to the physiologists that frequently the clinicians' examinations and records in cases of cervical pain were not sufficiently detailed to add to physio-logical knowledge-forgetting, perhaps, that the technique of the laboratory has little place in an outpatient clinic. Clearly each group stimulated thought in the other, and both should achieve this in the case of their readers. This excellent book is a collection of fourteen papers, each followed by a penetrating discussion. These papers were read at a small select International Symposium in November 1971. Broadly, the book deals with the development of immunological responses in embryonic life in various animals and the relationship between these responses and immune deficiency states in man. On the theme of the feetal/maternal relationship there is a review of the role of blocking antibodies and a paper on experimental aspects in rodents. Of interest to clinicians are papers on genetic deficiencies of complement in animals and man, a brief review of defects in immunological development, and papers concerning the treatment of immune deficiency diseases with stem cell concentrates, including Dr H E M Kay's paper on foetal thymus transplantation.
This book is beautifully produced and could profitably be read by both immunologists and pediatricians. It is unfortunate in such a rapidly advancing field that books such as this are so soon out of date. It remains to be seen whether a bold publisher will take the financial plunge and produce a cheap paperback version of this type of book on inexpensive paper. Such a publishing venture would be a great boon to the reader. 
